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German National members of the government and the
Stahlhelm minister against him ? He was not even
being consoled with a ministerial post without port-
folio, which even Rohm had been given. This had
undoubtedly to be taken as Hitler's revenge, who had
no wish for Goring to grow too powerful, but he was
to feel clearly that he was no more than Hitler's right
hand. In Wilhelmstrasse, too, there had long been
the opinion that Goring was the most dangerous man
in the party, and it was just for this reason that Hitler
only appointed him to be Commissary for German
airways. But Goring for the present was ready to
put up with anything. He was far too happy over
the victory won to feel a grudge against anyone. He
knew he was going to strengthen his power, no matter
what post he held, and in a short while, moreover, a
Prussian ministerial post would be vacant. Air
Commissary it might be now, but perhaps soon it
would be Air Minister, when the Versailles Treaty
had been broken and the planned rearmament begun.
Hitler had given him to understand that, while von
Papen was to be officially at the head of the Prussian
government, Goring would really carry on the most
important work. The Prussian ministerial post had
been earmarked for him.

Goring was just a little disappointed but not the
least anxious. If he only got the direction of the
Prussian police and air forces, then no one could edge
him out. His goal was to keep his position ; he meant
to become the first man in the country next to Hitler.
' The first cabinet meeting on 30 January was fixed
for five in the afternoon. As Commissary for the Air
Goring had to be present. He wanted to come for-